


















The question is: 

How do you 

implement a new

approach like 

Isentris in the real 

world on top of an

established order—

without interrupting

operations?
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ntegrating information and work-
flows with MDL® Isentris® provides
unparalleled opportunities to

improve productivity. MDL Isentris
saves time, cuts costs and improves
decision making. The question is: How
do you implement a new approach like
Isentris in the real world on top of an
established order—without interrupting
operations? The best place to start 
is with Elsevier MDL’s experienced
Consulting organization, a group that
offers significant experience with imple-
mentation and migration projects at 
companies of all sizes, all around the
world.

Here are three simple steps
you can take today.

1. Start with a plan (and a Starter Kit!)

“Every migration begins with a plan, a
detailed roadmap of how to achieve the

desired goal,” says John McCarthy, Vice
President, Consulting Services. “In this plan
we pinpoint the specific places where we
can add value. We identify the key stake-
holders, define the business objectives and
understand the customer’s workflows.”

Isentris is tremendously flexible.
Sometimes this benefit can present a
challenge—many options and decisions lie
before you. To help guide you through this
process and limit the number of decisions,
Elsevier MDL Consulting has developed
Isentris Starter Kits that can get you up and
running quickly (see page 12). 

The goal is to begin with a standard
Isentris implementation that meets a 
specific workflow need. Consulting delivers
a fixed installation, configuration and
setup with onsite training, lets you work
with the system and then follows up with
additional site support to address any
workflow functionality or integration
issues that may arise in the early stages
of deployment. “Later, we can return to
assess incremental improvements such
as adding data sources, customized
forms, fields or calculators and providing
additional administrator or developer
training,” says McCarthy.

2. Prove value in the lab

With plan in hand, Elsevier MDL Con-
sulting can develop a proof of concept
that demonstrates the value of the solu-
tion in the lab. “The goal of this critical
step is to show scientists that the Isen-
tris solution works, that it saves them
time and helps them make better deci-
sions,” says McCarthy. “At the same
time, we need to show management that
the solution improves efficiency, simplifies
operations and enhances productivity.”

Recently, a large U.S. pharmaceutical 
company asked Elsevier MDL consultants
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to replace the ISIS interface used by
chemists and biologists in one particular 
therapeutic area with an Isentris interface.
They wanted to see if they could still do
everything they did with ISIS—but do it 
better with Isentris.

Within one week, the Consulting group had
replaced selected Hviews with an Integrating
Data Source (IDS)1, replicated ISIS forms in
Isentris, added the ability to see live IC50
curves, delivered new interactive Structure
Activity Relationship (SAR) tables, integrated
it all with Spotfire technology and enabled
scientists to use the results of a search to
generate PowerPoint reports for project 
team meetings (refer to Figures 1-3). The IDS
provided a rich, flexible foundation for con-
necting data from relational and other data
sources into a network model and presented
the information in the hierarchical format that
scientists prefer. Instead of having to use
many static Hviews, the customer could
employ the IDS to create flexible, dynamic
views that were easy to browse and search 
and preserved hierarchical relationships.

“When we presented the prototype, company
management was impressed,” said McCarthy.
“They told us they weren’t supposed to reveal
their excitement in meetings with a vendor, 
but we deserved a pat on the back for what we
had accomplished in such a short period of
time. We had successfully demonstrated that
Isentris is more than just a replacement for
ISIS, it far surpasses it.”

3. Deploy in stages

Once Consulting has demonstrated the
value of the Isentris solution, they can move
on to deploy the software throughout the
organization.

With regard to deployment, it is important
to remember that MDL Isentris leverages your
investment in existing MDL products and does
not require rebuilding your informatics infra-
structure. You can run Isentris concurrently
with ISIS. As the two systems share key design
and data representation features, you can
take a step-by-step approach to migrating
chemical structure repositories and work-
flow applications to Isentris.

1 The MDL ISIS Hview (heterogeneous view) presents data in
tree-structured views that are useful for searching content.
However, the need to maintain hundreds of isolated Hviews in a
system built on proprietary coding increases the complexity and
cost of data storage. The MDL Isentris Integrating Data Source
(U.S. patent pending) dynamically represents multiple derived
hierarchies providing real-time updated views of data as well as
powerful data pivoting and other list management capabilities
that offer significant advantages over Hview technology.

Figure 1: Interactive SAR tables with conditional formatting provide a quick overview of a
compound’s activity.

Figure 2: Isentris forms enable the scientist to see the level of detail required to understand
the activity profile of a lead candidate.

Figure 3: Isentris offers powerful, built-in reporting capabilities. A scientist can send the
data from an Isentris form to a set of PowerPoint slides with the click of a button, saving
hours of cutting and pasting in preparation for project review meetings.

(continued on page 12)

(continued  from page 10)
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Organizations with hundreds of Hviews
and applications can continue to use those
systems alongside the new architecture.
“You can deploy Isentris at your own pace,
in a flexible manner, without interrupting
your business,” says McCarthy. “Whether
you chose to install the new system as part
of an effort to consolidate and decommis-
sion legacy applications or as a way to
support new constituents in your research
community, the choice is yours and your
existing applications can continue to run.”

Flexible deployment options further
ease the transition to Isentris by offering
a variety of migration approaches.

Project-based approach. Scientists at 
one company needed to shorten the
time it was taking to collate the assay
results necessary to understand the
activity profiles of their lead compounds.
At this company, it made sense to take
a project-based approach to the Isentris
migration. Consulting began the transi-
tion by implementing a new SAR 
interface and then proceeded to the
deployment of a new Isentris-based
registration system that supported the
registration of biomolecules, a new

strategic initiative for this organization.
The customer is now assessing a new
inventory and logistics solution.

Application-based approach. Depending
on a company’s needs and priorities,
they might opt to follow an application-
based transition, possibly swapping 
out ISIS for Excel with Isentris for Excel,
and then retiring the ISIS Finders for
accessing commercial databases in favor
of the new Isentris client while leaving
other in-house applications running. 
This approach enables a company to
realize the benefits of Isentris immedi-
ately while also transitioning in-house-
developed applications to the new
environment in an orderly fashion.

Community-based approach. Other
organizations have taken a community-
based approach in which they first deploy
Isentris to specific groups of researchers
or specific research locations. For
example, a team of pharmacologists who
had not previously used ISIS is now using
Isentris for Excel to reduce the time spent
creating spreadsheets used to compare
compound properties. As a result, they
now have time for the more productive
activities involved in understanding and
analyzing the results of their research.

More and more companies are migrating
to Isentris using whichever of these flexible
approaches is most appropriate to their
business needs. More than half of Elsevier
MDL’s top 30 customers, have now
licensed MDL Isentris.

How can you determine if Isentris will
benefit your organization?

First, let Consulting come to your site
and show you how Isentris addresses your
specific challenges. Contact your Elsevier
MDL Account Manager and ask for a
demonstration of Isentris.

“Second, you can take Isentris for a test
drive. Ask your Elsevier MDL Account
Manager to set up a conference room pilot
of MDL Isentris so that you can spend 
some time assessing its capabilities,” says
McCarthy. “For example, see how the new
Reaction Planner can help your medicinal
chemists develop synthesis plans.”

“Third, challenge Elsevier MDL Consulting
to demonstrate the innovative, new capabili-
ties that make Isentris so much better than
ISIS,” suggests McCarthy. “Ask us to do
something specific like converting one of
your ISIS Remote Access Files to an
Isentris interface. Then let us demonstrate
the many additional benefits Isentris brings
to your researchers.”■

The MDL® Isentris® Starter Kits:
Immediate access to an out-of-the-box Isentris solution

Data access kits
MDL databases

Access to MDL databases covering
chemical sourcing, synthetic methodology
and bioactivity. This implementation
enables scientists to access critical 
data, plan synthetic routes and simplify
compound sourcing.

In-house database
This package includes access to MDL

databases and an organization’s in-house,
proprietary database, enabling researchers
to search, collate, analyze and share data
from multiple data sources in support of
critical decisions.

Discovery foundation kits
Chemistry

A chemical substance registration 
system. This implementation includes the
ability to normalize and register chemical
substances in an in-house database and
access related biological information and
MDL databases.

Biology

A biological assay data capture system.
This package includes two protocols for
capturing assay data and configuring the
system to enable scientists to access
biological and chemical data, as well as
MDL databases.

Advanced discovery kits
Discovery I

An integrated suite of Isentris applications
for managing chemistry workflows. This
implementation enables scientists to plan
synthetic routes, procure compounds and
register substances through a notebook
user interface.

Discovery II
An integrated suite of Isentris applications

for managing biology and chemistry 
workflows. In addition to the Discovery I
chemistry workflows, this implementation
includes two protocols for capturing assay
data, providing scientists with access to
chemical and biological data.

The MDL Isentris Starter Kits are defined consulting packages designed to help you 

quickly plan, implement and deploy out-of-the-box Isentris functionality including 

the installation, configuration of appropriate software1, training and follow-up.

Contact your Elsevier MDL Account Manager for specifics and pricing.

(continued  from page 11)

1 Software and database license and maintenance fees not included. Travel expenses billed separately.



ow much time and effort would
you save if you could generate
and explore metabolic schemes

on-the-fly while simultaneously evaluating
the toxicity of metabolites from proprietary
and published sources?

At the recent European Users’ Group
Meeting in Strasbourg, France, Dr. Pieder
Caduff, Senior Product Manager responsible
for New Technologies at Elsevier MDL,
demonstrated a proof-of-concept prototype
application developed by Elsevier MDL 
consultants for the dynamic registration,
searching and viewing of metabolic transfor-
mations with links to related toxicity data.

“The prototype utilizes the power and
flexibility of Isentris,” says Caduff. “It
enables scientists to easily search and
display metabolic pathways from corpo-
rate and published sources (e.g., MDL®

Metabolite), evaluate the toxicity of selected
metabolites and parents by linking to
corporate and published sources (e.g.,
MDL® Toxicity), and register observed
metabolic transformations.”

This application leverages new capabili-
ties introduced in Isentris 2.0, notes John
McCarthy, Vice President, Consulting
Services. “The Elsevier MDL consultants
who created this took advantage of
capabilities built into the Reaction Planner,”
says McCarthy. “They combined that with
the new Aggregating Data Source to
enable real-time discovery of the metabolic
transformation schemata, eliminating the
need to manually define them.”

Case Study

You want to investigate available
information for the metabolites of
Buspirone, including toxicity information.
Buspirone is a psychotropic drug indi-
cated for generalized anxiety disorders.

Isentr is  Update 13 Molecular Connection 2007 Vol 25 No 2

Handling metabolic transformations 

made easy with

MDL® Isentris®

H Case Study

Figure 1: A search for the metabolic fate of Buspirone (run as a reaction substructure search)

Figure 2: Tabular presentation of the metabolic transformations of Buspirone; a detailed view is
also available. Critical data like species, route of administration and primary literature are 
displayed by default. To display additional database fields, simply drag and drop the fields of
interest into the form.(continued on page 14)
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Figure 4: The label ‘TOX’ is displayed for compounds which also have data in MDL Toxicity
and/or corporate toxicity database(s). Clicking on the TOX label opens the corresponding
details page in the applicable toxicity database(s). 

Figure 5: You can now view new metabolic transformations displayed in subsequent metabolic
schemata with no waiting for data extraction and loading. The entire schema is dynamically
updated over the corporate metabolite database and MDL Metabolite (including the links to data
sources carrying information related to toxicity of the compounds in the metabolite schema).

Figure 3: Dynamically generated metabolic schema for Buspirone. The table presents details
for the highlighted metabolic transformation.

1. You search the corporate metabolite
database(s) and MDL Metabolite for
the metabolic fate of Buspirone.

2. You can view the metabolic transfor-
mations found for Buspirone in a table. 

3. The metabolic schema is dynamically
generated at view time. There are 33
metabolic transformations found for
Buspirone; four secondary metabolites
are known for compound 9 (pyrimidinyl-
piperazine); two metabolic routes
come from the corporate metabolite
database (COR) with two additional
routes found in MDL Metabolite (MTB).

4. For each compound in the metabolic
schema, the system runs an exact
compound match query, concurrently
behind the scenes, in the corporate
toxicity database(s) and MDL Toxicity.

5. You can now register metabolic trans-
formation FGR000000161 into your
corporate project database (FGR).
Once the transformation is registered,
it will automatically be included in all
subsequent metabolic schemata,
with no additional extraction or IT
intervention required.

This Isentris-based prototype applica-
tion permits the registration of parent
compounds and their metabolic transfor-
mations while also enabling scientists 
to capture the protocols used and,
optionally, the pharmacological effects 
of the metabolites generated. Using 
the application’s search and browse 
features, scientists can quickly generate
metabolic schemata on-the-fly. The system
accelerates the workflow by integrating
proprietary metabolic transformations
with information from MDL Metabolite
and linking to toxicity information for
metabolites available in MDL Toxicity
and/or proprietary databases.

The combination of innovative, out-of-
the-box functionality and user-friendly
development offered by Isentris is helping
scientists to quickly accomplish tasks
that were previously thought to be time-
consuming or impossible.

If you are interested in learning more
about this proof-of-concept prototype,
vist www.mdl.com for information on 
a free Webinar—“Exploring metabolic
schemes and toxic effects of metabolites
from diverse data sources.”■

(continued  from page 13)
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Building a simple
query-browse application with

MDL
®

Isentris
®

controls
ow you can extend and integrate rich scientific

applications using the same tools that Elsevier

MDL employs in the development of its own

integrated products.

In the previous issue of Molecular Connection, we 

introduced the MDL® Isentris® controls—powerful, discovery-

specific, .NET controls that leverage Isentris functionality 

in the Microsoft® Visual Studio® 2005 environment. Using

Isentris controls like the IsentrisControlsManager and a set

of composite controls, developers can rapidly build and

extend custom applications that are straightforward to

develop and test. Applications built on the Isentris controls

also enhance researchers’ productivity because they are

easy to use and have a consistent look-and-feel.

Let’s take a look at how easy it is to build a simple

query-browse application using Isentris controls.

Figure 1: When you start Visual Studio 2005 and create a new project,
you have a simple Windows® form where you can place Microsoft and
Isentris controls.

Figure 2: Arrange standard .NET button controls for an “Open IDS”
(Integrating Data Source) button and an “Exit” button at the top of the
form as shown.

Isentris controls in action

N
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Figure 3: Place an IsentrisControlsManager control in the form. This
control automatically establishes the correct logic enabling all other
Isentris controls used in the application to work together. It also loads
all required MDL reference data (top right of the screenshot). 

Figure 4: Fill the remaining area of the form with a split container. In the left
panel, add a composite control called CompositeMetaDataWithHistory. This
control enables you to select the root for the data source, view/pick the
fields and display/navigate through the search history. The right panel holds
a standard Microsoft tab control with two tabs for “Query” and “Browse.”

Figure 5: Place a TabbedQueryBuilder control and a button in the
Query tab. The TabbedQueryBuilder control provides the place where
queries are constructed. The Search button will execute the search.

Figure 6: Create an IsentrisForm control in the Browse tab. One of the
properties of this control is a data source, in this example, the ISIS-
RC2D demonstration database that comes with Isentris.

Figure 7: Add labels, IsentrisFormTextBoxes and IsentrisStuctureBoxes
to the IsentrisForm. These objects can be connected to fields in the
datasource to hold the data when results are viewed. The navigator 
control enables browsing from one record to the next.

Figure 8: In this example application, only a few lines of code are
required to support specific actions needed during form loading and
when one of the three buttons is clicked. MDL Isentris controls support
Microsoft IntelliSense® technology, further simplifying this step.
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Figure 9: After compilation, the application starts and the user is
prompted to enter his/her password.

Figure 10: In the QueryBuilder control, the researcher can pick the
fields to search on and define the query. Pressing the Search button
executes the search.

Figure 11: The researcher can browse through the defined browse form
using the navigator to select the correct records.

Figure 12: A key feature of the IsentrisForm is the ease of switching
from grid to tabular views and the availability of additional functionality
such as cherry picking, sorting and conditional formatting. These 
capabilities enable researchers to select browse fields and perform 
list logic operations to narrowly target a result set.

Building rich scientific applications

MDL Isentris offers a powerful set of controls for flexible form design enabling the

dynamic combination of text, numeric, image and structural data. Composite controls

like CompositeMetaDataWithHistory (Figure 4) provide wrapped and tested functionality

that can be used out-of-the-box. The steps outlined above for building a simple query-

browse application have been combined into a composite control, greatly simplifying

and speeding the addition of this particular functionality to custom applications.

“The Isentris controls accelerate the building, testing and deployment of applications

that offer rich functionality to researchers,” says Dr. Frank Schaffer, Elsevier MDL Product

Manager. “The controls can even empower scientists to design and extend their own

forms. Give your people the Isentris controls and see what they produce—custom 

scientific applications, faster and at lower cost.”

For more information about this essential development solution, contact your

Elsevier MDL Account Manager or visit www.mdl.com. Register for a live Web seminar.

www.mdl.com/webinars ■

Extend and integrate 

rich scientific 

applications 

using the 

same tools that 

Elsevier MDL 

employs in the 

development 

of its own

integrated products.
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Enhanced integration of premier organic 
chemistry database with other MDL and Elsevier 

offerings will accelerate research

Elsevier acquires the 
Beilstein Database

lsevier is pleased to announce its
acquisition of the Beilstein Database
from the Frankfurt-based Beilstein

Institute. This very significant acquisition
paves the way for greatly improved integra-
tion between the world’s leading archive of
chemical data and Elsevier’s wide range of
products and services relevant to chemical
and pharmaceutical research. Researchers
will find more relevant data in a shorter time
than ever before, thanks to better integra-
tion and barrier-free searching across a
broad array of content.

The Beilstein Database is indisputably the
world’s largest compilation of chemical facts
and the premier database in organic chem-
istry. Based on Beilstein’s Handbuch der
Organischen Chemie, the Beilstein Database
covers organic chemistry from 1771 to the
present. It contains over 9.7 million com-
pounds, 10 million reactions (making it the
world’s largest reaction database) and 320
million experimental properties and facts for
compounds and reactions. Beilstein alsocon-
tains over 900,000 original author abstracts
from 1980-present, as well as pharmaco-
logical and eco-toxicological data descr bing
the bioactivity of organic chemicals.

Elsevier MDL (Frankfurt) has had exclusive
production and marketing rights to the
database since 1998. With the acquisition
of the database, Elsevier MDL has now
assumed full ownership of and acquired all
rights to the database.

“Acquiring the Beilstein Database, with its
great legacy and contribution to science, is
a natural opportunity and fit for Elsevier,” said
Herman van Campenhout, Chief Executive
Officer, Science and Technology, Elsevier.
“As one of the world's most significant 
scientific resources, it is especially valuable
for our pharmaceutical industry customers
working in the area of drug discovery.”

Dr. Michiel Kolman, Managing Director of
Elsevier MDL Frankfurt (MDL Information
Systems GmbH) where the Beilstein Data-
base is produced stated: “We will continue
to develop Beilstein as a valuable resource
for the scientific and research community.
The database will remain the premier data-
base in organic chemistry and continue to
cover, as it does today, all key journals in
organic chemistry.”

Tangible benefits for researchers made
poss ble by this important acquisition
include:

Enhanced data integration—Elsevier MDL
will closely integrate the Beilstein Data-
base with other chemistry databases
offered through the DiscoveryGate®

service and with other text-based offer-
ings from Elsevier. We will expand upon
the current linking between Scopus
(www.scopus.com) and Beilstein.

Improved workflow integration—The 
Beilstein Database will be a primary 
content source accessible through the
MDL® Isentris® system, enabling cus-
tomers to move seamlessly between
the two products. With Isentris,
researchers can quickly and efficiently
search multiple data sources including
Beilstein while also manipulating data
in Isentris for Excel, generating reports,
planning chemical syntheses with a
unique Reaction Planner and collabo-
rating more effectively with colleagues.

Broader data perspective—Adding the
compounds in the Beilstein Database to
the Compound Index on DiscoveryGate
will enable researchers to search over
multiple data sources with a single query
and make better informed decisions
more quickly.

Easier access to important information—
Elsevier MDL will optimize the develop-
ment of the Beilstein Database and
accelerate the update cycle, providing
researchers with more relevant data
sooner.

For more information, contact your 
Elsevier Account Manager.■

E The Beilstein Database

is indisputably the world’s

premier database in

organic chemistry.

“As one of the world’s most

significant scientific

resources, it is especially

valuable for our 

pharmaceutical industry 

customers working in the

area of drug discovery.
Herman van Campenhout

CEO, Science & Technology
Elsevier

”

“The database will remain 

the premier database in

organic chemistry and 

continue to cover, 

as it does today, all 

key journals in 

organic chemistry.”
Michiel Kolman
Managing Director
Elsevier MDL Frankfurt



Corporate Connect ions19 Molecular Connection 2007 Vol 25 No 2

he elegant and charming city of
Strasbourg, France provided a
beautiful setting for the recent 

Elsevier MDL European Users’ Group
Meeting (EUGM). The theme of this year’s
meeting was “delivering innovation on a
solid foundation.” Attendees at the two-day
event (February 26-27) engaged in lively
discussions of proven technologies for
improving R&D productivity by integrating
workflow and content—especially focusing
on the MDL® Isentris® system.

"The take home message from this
meeting was that the uphill struggle of 
the establishment of the Isentris platform
is a thing of the past and we, the users,
can now concentrate on building scientific
solutions based on this solid platform,”
says Dr. Wendy Warr, Wendy Warr &
Associates. “Indeed, out-of-the box solu-
tions have already appeared on schedule.
MDL Isentris includes a set of .NET con-
trols for rapid application development
that developers can use in the Microsoft®

Visual Studio® environment. The MDL 
Isentris client and Isentris for Excel were
built using these controls.”

T

Elegance, sophistication…and MDL® Isentris®

The 2007 European Users’ Group Meeting

“For a small drug discovery

organization like ours, it is

important  to provide a broad

spectrum of scientific 

information directly to 

the scientist. Elsevier MDL’s

DiscoveryGate platform gives 

us easy access to various 

databases of great relevance

for our medicinal chemists and

biologists. A convenient way for

us to stay informed about new

services and developments in the

field is to attend the Elsevier

MDL Users' Group Meetings.

Dr. Guido Kurz
CNIO

“At the EUGM it was very 

interesting to learn which products

are used to make scientific research

and development more efficient. 

The keynote address of Professor

Dr. Wüthrich was impressive 

and understandable, even for a

non-specialist. The meeting was

very useful for the informative 

and inspiring discussions with 

colleagues and especially with

Elsevier MDL staff about 

possible new developments 

and their applicability to 

practical problems.”

Geert Pauwels
European Patent Office(continued on page 20)

”



“Isentris for Excel is altogether more 
powerful and efficient than ISIS for Excel,”
Warr continues. “It allows SAR tables to be
built in five minutes; Rgroup decomposition
is much simpler; and there are pivoting fea-
tures that were impossible with ISIS for
Excel. Another solution of particular inter-
est…is integration of ACD/Labs calculations
(and others) into MDL Draw, the tool that
allows users to enter structures, reactions
and queries. I also watched a demonstra-
tion of the use of the technology to cluster
compounds based on MDL keys and then,
for each cluster, look for the maximum
common substructure (MCSS) within result
sets. This enables scientists to find a scaf-
fold of relevance, quickly, in a set of results and then further analyze the data based on

substitution patterns and bioactivity. There
are also links to Spotfire for visual analytics."

“The overwhelming success of the
EUGM highlights its usefulness as a forum
for stimulating customer discussions,” says
Lars Barfod, President and CEO of Elsevier
MDL, “We had more customer participants
than at any EUGM and lots of great 
customer questions. The 2002 Chemistry
Nobel laureate, Professor Dr. Kurt
Wüthrich, delivered a wonderful keynote
address. Bayer talked about migrating to
the new MDL® Direct 6.0 data cartridge.
Boehringer Ingelheim talked about their
positive experience with MDL® Logistics.
There were some great product presenta-
tions and demos highlighting the rapid
development of MDL® Draw and the new
Reaction Planner in MDL Isentris client. We
showed how customers can take advantage
of Isentris controls to build powerful custom
applications. We learned about ongoing 
Isentris Alliance partnerships, especially 
with ACD/Labs and Spotfire.”■
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Executive roundtable addresses significant R&D challenges

In February and March, executives of
top research organizations attended a

series of Web-based roundtable discus-
sions focusing on how companies can
improve R&D productivity while saving
time and cutting costs with the MDL®

Isentris® system.
The three sessions, for attendees in

Europe, North America and Japan, included
brief overviews by Elsevier MDL President
and CEO Lars Barfod and Senior VP and
Chief Scientific Officer Trevor Heritage.
VP Consulting Services John McCarthy
addressed the path for migrating from
current systems to Isentris without dis-
rupting business and workflow processes.

More than 75 pharmaceutical, biotech-
nology and chemical companies have 
currently licensed Isentris to address their
R&D challenges, including more than half
of Elsevier MDL’s top 30 customers.

“The growing migration to Isentris
reflects a new era, an ‘Informatics 2.0’ for
scientists,” said Heritage. “Researchers
have control to create and access spe-
cific views of data to answer questions
and test hypotheses immediately—
without relying on IT support.”

An example of Isentris performance
and cost-saving advantages is improved
operation over wide area networks (WANs)
that connect geographically remote labs.
On a WAN, scientists working with
Isentris can browse chemical records 15
times faster than they can with MDL
ISIS and retrieve searches two to three
times faster. This speed makes WAN
configurations practical for many organi-
zations with multi-site operations, which
in turn offers a path to significant cost
savings.

“The EUGM has been 

very useful in terms of 

understanding new 

Elsevier MDL directions 

and the evolution of its 

main product, MDL Isentris. 

The latest release seems 

indeed very promising in 

terms of User Interface design 

and new capabilities. From a

broader perspective, it was 

also encouraging to see 

the continuing integration 

of MDL content and 

workflow applications.
Dr. Luca Sartori

Genextra

(continued  from page 19)
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“The UGM is always a good

opportunity to meet with people,

exchange experiences and discuss

ideas. It was interesting this year

to see the progress made with 

Isentris, and I hope this will

encourage more end users to

attend this event in the future.”
Dr. Gerhard Mihm 
Boehringer Ingelheim

From left, Lars Barfod, President and CEO, Elsevier MDL; Dr. Kurt Wüthrich, the recipient of the 2002 Nobel
Prize in Chemistry and Keynote speaker; Tim Hoctor, Director, Chem/Pharma Database Sales, Elsevier.

”
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More than 75 pharmaceutical, biotechnology and
chemical companies have licensed the Isentris R&D
informatics system to integrate content and workflow.

Come to DDT for a hands-on demonstration of 
this and other MDL workflow solutions.

• MDL® Draw
• MDL® Notebook
• MDL® Registration
• MDL® Logistics
• MDL® Assay Explorer®

• MDL® Plate Manager
• DiscoveryGate®

Investigate the

MDL® Isentris®

difference

Leading pharma companies are adopting this
breakthrough chemical/biochemical drawing tool 
enterprise-wide.

Take MDL Draw for a test drive at DDT.

Register now for a FREE 30-day evaluation.
www.mdl.com/eval/mdldraw

Experience the

MDL® Draw
advantage

Visit Elsevier MDL at booth 644,

Drug Discovery & Development of

Innovative Therapeutics (DDT) 

World Congress, August 6-9

MDL Isentris—Integrating data and workf lows




